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Citizens are consumers!

What can citizens do to deal with climate change?

Unsustainable consumption is one of the main causes for 

climate change and many other environmental problems.

Collective action Individual action 

New technologies can solve many problems, but will not be the 

silver bullet. 

Sustainable consumption is the basis for low carbon lifestyles.



Individual action: Low-carbon mobility

Less of this 

More of this 

Emissions from 

transport continue to 

increase



Avoid meat and 

dairy intensive diets

Buy local and 

Individual action: Low-carbon food choices

Buy local and 

seasonal to avoid 

food miles

Go for organic (if it’s 

not too expensive)

Or…



Grow your 

own food!

Individual action: Urban food production



Governance for addressing climate change 

through changes in technology and behaviour

‘Top down’ steering 

processes

Appliance 

subsidies
Free 

distribution of 

e.g. CFLs

Energy pricing 

mechanisms

Restrictions on e.g. 

car use

Standards and 

regulations

‘Bottom up’ 

steering processes

Technology 

changes

Behaviour 

changes

Choice 

editing 

e.g. CFLs

Product 

information 

systems

Community action (e.g. 

car free 

neighbourhoods)

Voluntary 

individual 

action



Collective action: Cooperation partners and dialogue 

with stakeholders



Collective community action: Linking sustainable 

mobility & urban food production

Reduction of car 

numbers frees up space numbers frees up space 

for greening urban areas 

and for urban food 

production



Supporting climate change adaptation of the rural poor 

Rural poor are the most vulnerable to climate change

Urban citizens can support rural adaptation.
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Thank you for your attentionThank you for your attention

再次谢谢大家！！！


